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GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


Want the best lawn ever? 


What we do: 


Prices from 
As lawn care experts we apply bespoke, seasonal treatments to keep 
your lawn continually nourished and weed free. Whatever the size or P4 5* 
condition, we ensure that every lawn receives the love and attention 


it deserves per treatment 


Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk/treatments 


Who are GreenThumb: 


As pioneers in British lawn care, we are the UK’s largest and most recommended provider with 
millions of treatments taking place across the UK every year. With over 30 years of experience, you 
can rely on us to provide your lawn with the very best care 


For a FREE lawn analysis call 01869 345335 or email banbury@greenthumb.co.uk 


*Based on a lawn size up to 40m? greenthumb.co.uk Ei ee 


WELCOME 


The beginning of a gradual easing of lockdown and the obvious arrival of 
Spring in the village are surely among the reasons for us to be cheerful! We’ve 
been very pleased to have received many photos of Welford in the Springtime 
and have reproduced some of them in this issue — I hope you enjoy them. 

Many people will remember Welford’s own Joyce Skinner who passed away 
recently at the grand age of 101. Her nephew, Tony Lowe, has written a 
wonderful piece on her life which we are pleased to include in this issue of the 
magazine. Regular readers will also remember Barrie Russell’s article on Joyce 
that he sent into Welford Matters in 2019 as she approached her 100th 


birthday. Truly a remarkable lady. 


After the obituary we published in the last issue on Tirsh Grigor, who was 


Rector of our parish from 2006 to 2015, it is with 
sadness that we learnt of the passing recently of her 
predecessor, Roy Wyatt. We include a short feature on 
Roy later on — our thoughts are with his family. 

We include the regular report from Mike Brain 
which, unfortunately, will be his last as our County 
Councillor — Mike has decided to retire at the next 
election after twenty years as a Councillor at all levels. 
Reading through Mike’s report it is clear that the tireless 
commitment and enthusiasm he has shown in support of 
local organisations, villages and communities over this 
period, and prior, have been outstanding. He has also 
been a good supporter of our own Welford Matters! 
Thank you Mike and on behalf of the team I wish you 
and your wife every happiness in retirement. 

Richard 


Dates for 2021 


Deadline 
Issue for articles 


Publication 
& Distribution 


#29 (May/Jun) 17:00, 7May 22/23 May 


#30 (Jul/Aug) 17:00, 9 Jul 24/25 Jul 


#31 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 10 Sep 25/26 Sep 
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Disclaimer 


Welford Memorial Hall 


With spring upon us, our thoughts are with opening 
the Hall up again and planning for the Street Fair. 
We had intended to hold the Fair on the 13th June 
but with the latest Step 4 release from lockdown 
being 21st June, we have decided to move the date to 
Sunday Sth September - to allow time for some well 
overdue staycations in July and August. Hopefully, 
this will also accommodate any pushback on the 
dates from the government and ensure the bulk of 
people will have had their vaccinations. So over the 
coming months we will start the preparation and 
look forward to a great village celebration. If you 
have ideas of what we can add to the Fair — please let 
us know. 

Inside the Hall we are refurbishing the Utility/Bar 
area and this is progressing well and will tidy up a 
tired area of the facility. 

We are looking forward to welcoming back some 
of the Keep Fit, Pilates and Dance classes as soon as 
we are able along with coffee mornings and games 
afternoons from the 17th May at the earliest - subject 
to ongoing updates from the Government. 

Peter Hook 
Hall Committee Chairman 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. Contributors’ 
names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically requested otherwise 


Printed by @solopress www.solopress.com 


COVER PHOTO: River at Welford by Hayley Edwards 
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Luxurious & Elegant 2 Pre-loved fashion | 


Established in 1990 Finishing Touches has - \ to buy or sell 
been providing clients in Warwickshire and : : 
the surrounding counties with the very best in 
soft furnishings for nearly 30 years. 


he 
= Consultation the 
wardrobe 
» Production 
« Installation 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


Call us on 01789 750551 
or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon, Warwickshire 


Find us on 


Facebook 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 
CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Counters 


Accounts Cloud Accounting 
Chartered ; ; 
Management Taxation Bookkeeping & VAT 
Accountants Management Accounts Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 

Planning & Budgeting Business Start Up 

Making Tax Digital TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


When we moved to Welford on Avon 
over 10 years ago, we brought with us 
a number of pictures, and they were 
packed in a box, which we stored in 
the loft. It wasn’t until during lock 
down we decided to have a clear out, 
and we examined the stored pictures. 
Amongst them was a framed print of 
Welford on Avon by the artist A.C. 
Strachan (as pictured above left). 
Maybe we were destined to live at 
Welford! 

I googled his name and found that 
he had painted quite a few scenes of 
Welford. Whilst I could recognise 
some locations, I was puzzled to 
know the location of the print we 
have. The river seems far too narrow 
and there is a stream coming in from 
the left. 

I posted a photograph of the 
picture on Facebook to see if anyone 
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could shed light on the possible 
location. The most feasible of the 
suggestions I received was that it was 
of Boat Lane. I was told that there 
was previously a channel cut in from 
the river, presumably to allow boats 
to load and unload. This had long 
since been filled in, but this did 
explain the narrowness of the water in 
the picture. 

It still puzzled me that there was a 
stream coming in from the left, and 
then it struck me that the answer 
might lie right in front of our 
bungalow. There is a stream that 
crosses Long Marston Road near the 
junction with Milcote road. This 
stream is presumably the one that 
crosses the Barton road in a culvert to 
a swirl pit on the verge in front of our 
boundary hedge. 

In times of heavy rainfall it used to 


Community 


Pictures of Welford, by Arthur Claude Strachan (1865 — c.1929) 


flood the area to the South of Barton 
Road, which is now built on. At 
some point this stream must have 
been diverted via the swirl pit and a 
pipeline, which I believe now 
discharges into the river below the 
mill. Perhaps an old map would 
confirm or refute this theory, but 
could it be this stream that used to 
feed into the river channel in Boat 
Lane, as depicted in A.C Strachan’s 
picture? 

Sorting out old photographs we 
recently came across a card that was 
sent to us by our Daughter some years 
ago. The picture on it was by Arthur 
Claude Strachan. As he painted many 
scenes in and around Welford, could 
this possibly also be Boat Lane? 

If anyone can shed more light on 
this subject I would be very interested. 
Roger Dipple 


Cartoon Corner 
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Lots of dog walking during lockdown! 
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BUDGET) 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Aggregates Site Waste 


Skip Hire Site Tippin 
5 ‘a & Topsoil Reports 


Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 


.- 01386 841181 .°] Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BUDG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Parish Footpaths 


Those living in Welford and the 
surrounding area have a wealth of 
Rights of Way and Permissive Paths 
to enjoy. These have been invaluable 
during the lockdown periods enabling 
us to get out of the house and get 
some exercise in our beautiful 
countryside. 

We have many paths which lead 
out of the parish and provide easy 
walking to other villages such as 
Alcester, Stratford, Dorsington, 
Bidford and Long Marston, to name 
just a few. These paths are generally 
in good order with some notable 
exceptions such as the Avon River 
Walk between the village and Cress 
Hill which has suffered from years of 
neglect. Most of our paths are shorter 
and within the parish boundary and it 
is here that various problems can 
occur. 

All Rights of Way are identified 
on the Definitive Map which is held 
and maintained by the County 
Council. These paths have a 
nominated path width which must be 
maintained from ground level, 
vertically to the sky, including all 
overhanging canopy. The county has 
a freehold interest in the paths and the 
adjacent property and landowners 
have no rights over the footpaths. 
Many of the paths have fences and 
boundaries on each side making an 
alleyway. Here the whole of the land 
between such fences falls within the 
footpath jurisdiction. 

Where a fence is placed within the 
property legal boundary the property 
owner is responsible for maintaining 
the path to his boundary. Most of the 
problems arise where vegetation has 
been allowed to trespass onto the 
footpath. Hedges are a good example 
where you can often see a fence or 
railings buried in the vegetation, 
which define the property boundary. 
Where this occurs the owner is 
required to cut the obstruction back to 


the boundary. Certainly such growth 
is classed as an obstruction under the 
Highways Acts and is a criminal 
offence, as from ancient times. The 
County Council will first offer advice 
but it does ultimately have the power 
to get the required work done by 
contractors and then invoice the 
property owner to recover the cost 
involved. 

Farmers are reminded both by 
DEFRA and the County Council of 
their responsibilities with regard to 
public rights of way that cross their 
land. For example, the path must 
never be sown with arable crops and 
the full width of the track must be 
kept clear. Items such as gates, fences 
and barbed wire should never create 
an obstruction. If a farmer ploughs 
over a field path they are legally 
required to reinstate the path within 
14 days. 

So, to all property owners who 
have an adjoining footpath route, 
please go outside and take a walk 
along the path, make your own 
inspection and make sure that all 
vegetation, of whatever sort, is kept 
firmly within your boundary. These 
laws also apply to roadside paths 
where problems also occur. For 
instance the path along the High 
Street has several hedges which are 
clearly causing an obstruction. 

Village footpaths are a great part 
of all villages. Many are steeped in 
historical interest and they deserve 
care and protection from us all. 
Certainly in these days of ever 
increasing traffic, a quiet and peaceful 
footpath is a pleasure to use. 

If you come across any problems 
as you walk our paths they should 
first of all be reported to the 
appropriate Parish Council and where 
the issue persists it can be escalated to 
the County Council. 

The Ramblers 
(forwarded by Dereck Tribe) 


Community 


Remembering 
Revd. Roy Wyatt 


It is with sadness that I am sharing 
news of the death of Revd. Roy Wyatt, 
Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Welford 
and All Saints’ Church Weston 
between 1995 and 2005. Following his 
retirement, Roy and his wife Daphne 
(who was licensed as a Reader during 
their time here) moved to Ilminster, 
Somerset. There they became active in 
the local church and community until 
health issues determined that they 
needed to move into residential care. 
After some time in hospital at the end 
of last year, Roy returned to his 
nursing home where he died at the end 
of January. 

Among the things that people 
remember about Roy, many have 
commented on his extraordinary 
ability to remember people’s names 
after having only met them once. 
Acknowledging and responding to 
people as valued individuals was a 
strong characteristic of both Roy and 
Daphne’s ministry. Through them, I 
and many others have been blessed 
and encouraged in our personal lives 
and faith journeys. I know that the 
parishes and people of Welford and 
Weston remained in Roy and 
Daphne’s prayers over the years since 
they left and so I invite you to include 
Daphne and the rest of Roy’s family in 
your own prayers at this time. 

Revd. Yvette Grundy 
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GARY THE GRIMSBY FISH MAN ma Ve 
. 


Delivering Fresh Grimsby Fish to Welford 


and surrounding areas every Friday. 
Welford Tail Waggers 
07971123362 
Also parking up at Lower Clopton Farm Shop welfordtailwaggers@gmail.com 
from |1.30am - 12.30pm every Friday. Dog Walking and Sitting Services 
Welford on Avon and Surrounding Areas 


For all enquiries, 


please contact Gary on 


07970348489 


Roof & caus 


REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 


se i ng to minor 
c roof ref pairs 


~ GUTTERING CLEANED OUT AND REPAIRED 
ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 


Community 


Success at the Pharmacy Business Awards 


In January 2021 we at Bidford 
Pharmacy were shortlisted for the 
Pharmacy Team Of The Year Award 
at the Pharmacy Business Awards. We 
finished in the top 3 for all pharmacies 
nationwide which is a fantastic 
achievement for all our staff but also 
for our local community in Bidford- 
On-Avon in Warwickshire. Bidford 
pharmacy is part of the Stratford LPC 
and is a community pharmacy in the 
heart of the village that has been 
established for nearly 40 years. It was 
a family run business firstly by Colin 
Harris and then his daughter Chris 
Sturdey. Chris retired in April 2020 
and sold the business to Guriq 
Randhawa who took over at a very 
challenging time during the first Covid 
lockdown. This award is a fitting 
tribute to their legacy. Despite the 
massive challenges Covid has 
provided, the pharmacy has thrived 
and that is testament to the whole team 
delivering high quality pharmacy 
services throughout. We have received 


BUSINESS 


HEIDI NORTON 
Bidford Pharmacy 
Bidford-On-Avon, Warwickshire 


+. Health 


BUSINESS 


Bidford Pharmacy 
Bidford-on-Avon, Warwickshire 


B 


Bristor Laporatories 


immense support from our customers 
in the village and surrounding areas 
including Honeybourne, Salford 
Priors, Harvington, Welford-on-Avon 
and Ardens Grafton, so this award is as 
much for community spirit as it is for 
the pharmacy team. 

More accolades were to follow at 
the virtual awards ceremony hosted by 
Rory Bremner and featured 
appearances from London Mayor, 
Sadiq Khan and the Health Secretary 
Matt Hancock when Heidi Norton was 
handed the Pharmacy Assistant Of The 
Year Award. This was just reward for 
Heidi’s incredible work ethic and 
exceptional patient care that she has 
provided for many years. Heidi has put 
an incredible amount of time into 
making Bidford Pharmacy a top 
Healthy Living Pharmacy. 

Editor s note - Heidi and her family 
have been residents of Welford for 35 
years. She explained to Welford 
Matters how she and the pharmacy 
team had to go through telephone 


interviews and record their own video 
interviews, answering numerous 
questions on how they have managed 
the business, looked after their 
customers and how they had gone above 
and beyond during this pandemic. 

Bidford Pharmacy is situated in the 
heart of Bidford High Street. It was 
established there about 30 years ago. 
Mr Colin Harris was the original owner 
and pharmacist. His wife, Jan, still lives 
in Welford and has great involvement 
with the Knitting Team in support of 
Birmingham Mission. 


Welford Wives 


Whilst there is some light at the end 
of the tunnel as far as lifting the 
lockdown is concerned, it is still too 
early to finalize the program which 
could well start in June or July but 
is yet to be confirmed. 

As soon as we have some clarity, 
we will be reissuing the program. 

Topics for the remainder of the 
year might include the Annual 
BBQ, Bee Keeping, Hearing Dogs 
for the Deaf, Military Wives Choir 
and annual Christmas lunch. 

In the meantime, stay safe, enjoy 
the spring sunshine and we look 
forward to getting together very 
soon. 

As a group of over 30 Ladies, we 
are always looking to encourage 
new members to join and for new 
topics and guest speakers to 
present. We meet in the 
Memorial Hall on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 
7.45pm. 

If you are interested in coming 
along, to meet new people and get 
involved, please do get in touch on 
the numbers below. 

Sue Hook 751400 
Christine Cooper 750667 
welfordwives@gmail.com 
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Gardening 


LIGHT AT THE END 
OF THE TUNNEL 


With no friends to meet up with, no 
family to hug and no leisure outings 
to enjoy, lockdown has been hard on 
everybody. After a while reading a 
book palls, crosswords and sudoku 
begin to hurt one’s eyes, and even 
jigsaws become boring. 

Nature, however, carries on as 
normal and we have spent many happy 
hours watching the antics of squirrels 
raiding the bird-feeders and marvelling 
at the flocks of redwings and fieldfares 
that have descended on the garden 
during the cold snap. The particular 
attraction for them is our old crab- 
apple tree (long-time lost-label) but 
every year these birds make a bee-line 
for the berries. They become very 
territorial, however, and chase off all 
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Pulsafilla in full flower. oi 
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our blackbirds and thrushes — anything 
in the same family, it seems, as they 
tolerated blue-tits and great-tits, the 
ubiquitous pigeons and the many 
rooks, crows and magpies that are our 
other "regulars"! Any variety of crab- 
apple is a superb food resource to 
attract birds into your garden. 

One fieldfare arrived very early, 
and treated the bed containing the 
crab-apple as his particular fiefdom, 
for weeks chasing off every bird in the 
blackbird family. However, once the 
redwings and other fieldfares arrived 
he was outnumbered and forced to 
relinquish his larder to the invading 
hordes. 

So now it is "spot the inhabited 
nest-boxes" time. Tell-tale signs that 


birds are nesting is when the mossy 
areas in the grass are disturbed, as we 
suspect this is being used to line the 
boxes. Nesting birds keep a very low 
profile, so be careful when you decide 
to prune shrubs and hedges in case 
there is a potential new family 
developing somewhere within your 
demesne. 

Later this year we may even be able 
to visit one another’s gardens again. 
Glenis Dyer 
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J Memori al H a ll A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


P Registered Charity No: 523032 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 


@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 
@ Festive wreaths and gifts 


Charges for using the Memorial Hall 


Community use: 


Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
en Fie Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 


Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 


Altematively - by prior arrangement only - 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: # 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 ( O VU 


Tobtok neu Painting & Decorating Service 


please email No job too big or small 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com eee 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-fo-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | 
a Which? Trusted Trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 
weekend. See the latest styles 
with no obligation. Advice is free, 
pe, measuring is free, and 

- expert fitting 
is free* 


Welford Parish Council 


FOOTPATH RESURFACING 

The Parish Council were able to surface dress two of our 
main paths in the village a year ago, and as hoped, similar 
works have now been completed to a third major route - 
from The Bell to Duck Lane (see below). 


ANNUAL FOOTPATH CLEARANCE REMINDER 
One of our parish’s most commonly used and greatest 
asset is its network of footpaths, allowing parishioners and 
visitors alike to get from one place to another away from 
the main road traffic routes. The footpaths cross our 
beautiful village and parish, providing, among other 
things, safe routes to school, to the churchyard extension, 
allowing people to enjoy the natural environment, as well 
as links to nearby villages and longer routes that run far 
beyond the parish (like 'Shakespeare’s Avon Way’). 

Primary responsibility for the maintenance of the 
footpath routes is shared between landowners and County 
Highways. While Warwickshire County Council 
‘Highways’ is responsible for the surface of the footpath, 
landowners/residents are responsible for ensuring that the 
route is kept clear of obstruction from the sides and above. 
Full path width and heights should be maintained by 
landowners/residents, so as not to cause an obstruction, by 
cutting back vegetation around the pathways - a timely 
consideration as spring and summer are almost upon us, 
and mother nature will be doing her best to obstruct the 
routes. So a little careful/regular pruning to keep the routes 
clear would be very much appreciated by all. 


Community 


REPORT A PROBLEM - USEFUL LINKS 

It’s important that in addition to reporting problems to the 
Parish Council or your District or County Councillor, you 
report problems via the online reporting systems of the 
various organisations.. statistics matter! The following 
links allow you to report issues directly with the 
responsible authority eg, Highways, Rights of Way, 
District Council or Severn Trent Water. It is often the case 
that the more logged reports that are received, the higher 
priority the issue will be given. 

Highways Issues (pot holes, road works, traffic lights etc) 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/reporthighwayproblem 
Rights of Way issues - obstructions, fallen trees etc 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/rightsofway 

Street Cleaning Services - litter bin collection, fly-tipping 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/environment/our-street- 
cleansing-services.cfm 

Water leaks or supply issues 
https://www.stwater.co.uk/in-my-area/check-my-area/ 


LOCAL HOUSE SALE 
See attached details - part of a local shared ownership 
scheme developed in conjunction with the Parish Council. 


Shared Ownership Home 


FOR SALE 


2 BEDROOM PROPERTY 
Holland Meadow Barton Road 


Welford on Avon 
£131,100 Leasehold for a 57 % share 
plus rent of £206.04 pcm. 
To view and apply please contact Jeremy McGinn & Co 


55 Ely Street Stratford upon Avon Warks CV37 6LN 
Tel: 01789 868168 
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Service & Repairs (all makes) 


fe SMAE Practitioner 
° Of The Year 2020 
MEMBER OF 


MOT THE SMAE INSTITUTE Runner Up 


A full range of professional Foot Care 


“’y Services are offered, including: - 


Petrol Sal e Corn and Callus removal. - Fungal Nails. 
etro! oales ¢ Nail problems. ¢ Skin Conditions. 
& ¢ Diabetic Foot Care. « General treatment. 


r 
| 


Surgery Open Monday to Thursday 


es TEL: 01789-614714 


Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


Logs, Coal, Calor Gas 


Binton Road, Welford-on-Avon 


01789 750200 Old Police House, Evesham Road, Binton, 
www.welfordgarage.co.uk Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 


lelephone: 01789 750002 


Aspire Beauty & Hair 


Email: aspirebeauty@btconnect.com 
Website: www.aspirebeautyandhair.com 
Facebook: @aspirebeautyandhair 


Instagram: aspirebeautyhait 
We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy, 
stressful world, what better way to relax and unwind 

than a visit to Aspire Beauty & Hair Salon situated 

in the village of Welford on Avon 


High Street 

Welford on Avon 
Stratford upon Avon 
Warwickshire 
CV37 8EI 
Aspire Beauty & Hair offers a wide selection of affordable 
top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 
colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 
we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


If you are stuck for a gift idea Aspire Beauty & Hair sell 
gift vouchers to be exchanged for treatments or products 
-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


Affordable luxury in tranquil surroundings 
Aspire Beauty & Hair will leave you looking 
and feeling amazing... 


Birds of a Feather... 


The RSPB conducted their annual “Big Garden 
Birdwatch” at the end of January and I am sure there 
were a number of Welford residents including me who 
took part. The idea behind these surveys is to record the 
number of different species of birds you can spot in your 
garden in one hour and the results from across the 
country are then compiled to give an indication of 
changes in our bird populations. 

Early findings from the survey seem to confirm a 
recent trend towards more aggressive territorial 
behaviours in our native birds and consequently there 
have been fewer sightings of migratory and seasonal 
species visiting our shores. One possible explanation is 
the increased pressure on local habitats and natural 
resources (there are plenty of local examples of natural 
habitats disappearing to meet the seemingly insatiable 
demand for more housing). More aggressive birds are 
more successful in defending their territory from 
interlopers and therefore have a better chance of survival 
for themselves and their offspring - a typical Darwinian 
response. 

Territorial behaviour in our native birds is of course 
common - our favourite British bird the Robin is 
particularly aggressive in defending its territory and the 
Wren more than makes up for its size with the ferocity 
and volume of its territorial displays. I have often seen 
male Blackbirds fighting for ownership of our lawn and 
a particularly territorial Bluetit that saw off all comers 
from our bird table. 

RSPB survey results going back to 2016 show a 
steady downward trend in sightings of migratory and 
seasonal species particularly from Europe including the 
Shoveller, the Plummer, the Waytah, the Cairur and even 
the ubiquitous Frutus Picka. 

Final results from the RSPB survey will be published 
on Ist April and it remains to be seen if these non-native 
species have simply found more accommodating habitats 
elsewhere or if it is just a case of British birds “taking 
back control”. 

A.F. Twitcher 


Community 


Spring at Avon Cat Rescue 


It is lovely to see the Spring sunshine and all the Spring 
flowers at last. Many of our cats enjoy sitting in the 
garden or rolling in the grass this time of year. 

We took in a number of strays over the last few weeks, 
many in quite poor condition. We are dealing with 
diabetes, hyper-thyroidism, dental and eye problems. One 
old tabby, Mr Tom, had been living rough in 
Birmingham for years. He was brought to us and as he 
was being carried in, he broke the door of his carrier and 
ran for his life. We couldn't find him anywhere. Later he 
was seen in the village, but disappeared before we could 
get to him. Three days later a scruffy old tabby turned up 
over the river opposite the Four Alls. We think he was 
heading back to Birmingham. Luckily a very kind man 
contacted us and we were able to tempt Mr Tom into a 
carrier with food. He wasn't that keen to be rescued, but 
he is glad to have regular meals and a warm bed. He still 
looks rough and will need a lot of TLC before he is ready 
to find his forever home. This is what rescuing is all 
about. 


PoorMirsionm — 


Now we have our fingers crossed that we will be able 
to do some sort of fund-raising later in the year - we have 
a lot of vet bills to pay. 

Let's hope for a better summer. 
Rosemary Spicer 
avoncatrescue.org 
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Established 1980. 


\ 
For all aspects of tree & hedge work 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations 
Tree condition reports 
40 years experience 
FULLY INSURED 


01789 751245 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


CLAREMONT CARS 


PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE 
From Bidford & Honeyboumne 
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
We cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K. 


Estate Cars and people carriers up to 7 seats are available. 
We specialise in meet-&-greet facilities at all major UK Airports 


Sample discounted rates including up to four passengers 
(supplement applies for people carriers). 


—— ___| RATESHELDAT2019pRICES | |< 


BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to 


From From 
Birmingham £70 Bristol Airport £115 
Heathrow £140 Luton Airport £145 
Gatwick £170 Stansted £170 
Manchester £155 Southampton £150 


Please enquire for charges from your local area or for any other destination. 


FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE-HIRE 
CALL NOW ON: 


01386 833660 or 07921 970711 


Philip Hickson — 53 Stratford Road, Honeybourne WR11 7PP 


BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


Interior & Exterior 
Reasonable Rates 


For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Barnett 
a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 
u Desks Re Leathered  m Locks opened & keys cut 
a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 


Established 1975 
Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


SIMPLY 4 


7 4 
esi 
ce Training \ 7 
a Ps 5 
aining 
** 


' 


Packages Starting from 
ANDREW £25/Session 
TOWNSIN 


Flexible Location 
Home and Online Training 


FREE Initial Consultation 


BOOK NOW FOR INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 


info@proteafitness.co.uk 


07530 175787 


PROTEA FITNESS 
protea.fitness 


courage ® strength * change 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


Public Worship to recommence on Easter Sunday 
(but ‘zoom’ continues) 


Our Sunday ‘zoom’ service will continue at 10am until 
such time that we can all worship together safely. The 
zoom link is here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644 
?pwd=c VFwYm01S2IT[WW9SRDNERK9YySi9aUT09 


Following recent Government guidelines we are planning 
to reopen our churches from Easter Sunday onwards. As 
restrictions lift, additional worship opportunities will be 
added. 

Going forward we will be working closely together as a 
‘community of churches’ and we would encourage you to 
go along to a service that suits your needs, even if it’s not 
in your local church. A very warm welcome awaits you. 

Social distancing still needs to be maintained and face 
coverings worn until further notice (even if you have had 
both vaccines). Singing is not yet allowed. 

It is essential that you book in advance. Bookings open 
the preceding Monday. Please email 
revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com or telephone 01789 
751546 (leave a message). 


Or telephone: 0203 481 5237 
Meeting ID: 280 425 9644 
Password: 390290 


zoom 


Easter Sunday Services April 4th 


St Peter's Welford 

All Saints Weston 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton 
St James Long Marston 
Sunday April 11th 

All Saints Weston 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton 
Sunday April 18th 

St Peter's Welford 

St James Long Marston 


Sunday April 25th 

All Saints Weston 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton 
Sunday May 2nd 

St Peter's Welford 

St James Long Marston 
Sunday May 9th 

All Saints Weston 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton 
Sunday May 16th 

St Peter's Welford 

St James Long Marston 


Family Communion 10.30am 
Holy Communion 9am 
Family Communion 10.30am 


Holy Communion 9am 
Holy Communion 9am 
Holy Communion 10.30am 
Holy Communion 9am 
Breakfast Service 10.30am 


(bring your own refreshments) 


Holy Communion 9am 
Family Communion 10.30am 


Family Communion 10.30am 


Holy Communion Yam 
Holy Communion 9am 
Holy Communion 10.30am 
Holy Communion 9am 
Breakfast Service 10.30am 


(bring your own refreshments) 


Sunday May 23rd Pentecost 


All Saints Weston 
St Swithin’s Lower Quinton 


Holy Communion 9am 
Family Communion 10.30am 


Sunday May 30th Trinity Sunday 


United Service at Long Marston 


10.30am 


(bring a chair or picnic rug and some refreshments if the 


weather is sunny!) 
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Our retirement village is home to people who really value their peace 
of mind... people who moved safely during lockdown, to enjoy a closer 
kind of community, with more reassurance for them and their family. 


Visit safely. Complete swiftly. Move securely. 


You could save £2: OOQ 


...on your new retirement property 


fil ww 


on stamp with no service using our 
duty charge for a year moving package 


Move before 30 June to 
take advantage of our special offer. ‘t mi 


How much could 
you Save in 


Buy or rent an Inspired property, GREAT ALNE PARK 
get in touch today! Call 01789 863 916 wn Inspired. in Warwickshire 


or visit greatalnepark.co.uk 


“Amounts shown are for illustrative purposes and are a total calculation of stamp duty, service charge and moving package 
savings. Savings vary by village and property. T&Cs, leasehold and event fees apply. Contact us for details. tStarting prices 


may vary upon sale of remaining properties at the village. 


Scouts 


ist Welford on Avon 


We held our AGM at the end of February 2021 and so looked 
back at what our Scout Group had managed to do over the 
past year bearing in mind the exceptional circumstances we 
have been experiencing. 

Little did we know when the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts met 
on 16 March 2020 that they would be last face to face meetings 
for many months as the Prime Minister announced later that 
evening that the country was going into the first lockdown. 

In April 2020, BBC Children in Need and Comic Relief 
got together for a massive fundraising special to celebrate the 
incredible people making a difference in communities across 
the UK. All across the country, Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, 
volunteers, parents and carers hiked one mile (or more!) each 
to complete an incredible 240,000 mile journey equivalent to 
traveling from the Earth to the Moon. We hiked at home, in 
our gardens and on walks by ourselves or with our families. 
So far, the Scout Association has raised over £347,000 which 
will provide vital support to people and communities affected 
by COVID-19. 

As we settled into lockdown it became clear that since 
most of the leaders were key workers with additional home 
commitments such as home schooling or elderly parents, it 
was going to be difficult to run online sessions. Consequently 
members were encouraged to take on their own badge work 
instead. Activity badges completed since that first lockdown 
include Hiking, Scientist, Book Reader, Backwoods Cooking, 
Home Help and Navigator. 

As restrictions eased a little, our Assistant Scout Leader, 
Louise confirmed her wish to step down from the role 
together with Adam, a Sectional Assistant. Therefore, Rob 
(Cubs’ Akela) kindly moved across to Scouts to support Will 
and Stuart and so we are looking for a new leadership team 
for the Cubs Section. If you feel that you have some free time 
and would be interested in a chat (without any commitment!) 
about how you could help us, please email me. 

At a Leaders’ zoom meeting in September, it was recognized 
that as a group we felt we could begin to provide some online 
meetings for our members. It was agreed that the Scouts would 
begin after the October half term holiday and, if that proved 
successful, we would restart Beavers and Cubs in January. 

In November, as part of Welford On Avon’s Remembrance 
Day commemorations, the group members were encouraged 
to decorate wooden crosses and place them on the Maypole 
green — there was a great response. 

The Scouts online meetings restarted in November - the 
section was divided into two groups meeting alternate weeks. 
They have had a great time cooking, taking part in a Christmas 
quiz, planning a local route and deciding what is “fake” about 
the news. More badgework is planned for the future. 


Community 


For the short-term, Catherine, our Beaver Leader, and I 
have agreed to run both Beavers and Cubs, meeting on 
alternate weeks, until we can recruit some new Cub 
leaders. Beavers and Cubs restarted in January and the 
youngsters have done scavenger hunts, letter challenges 
and had fun with paper - carrying out investigations using 
mobtus strips and learning how to step through a piece of 
paper without tearing it. Hopefully the Cubs and Beavers 
put away all the items they had collected from around their 
houses for the scavenger hunts... Our young leaders have 
given us great support, leading a number of the activities. 

It was encouraging from the recent Scout Association 
census that 8 Beavers, 10 Cubs and 16 Scouts wanted to 
keep their places in the Scout Group. This highlights the 
need for the group to find additional leaders to support the 
sections as the young people are keen to continue Scouting 
and gain skills for life. We would love to be able to offer 
places in Beavers and Cubs to more children but cannot do 
so without extra help. 

So, if you can spare some time to help us (many hands 
make light work), please do contact me. 

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com 


National Open 


Garden Scheme 
With the Step 4 release from lockdown being 21st June, 
we are very much hoping that this date does not get 
pushed back by the Government and we can continue 
with the Open Gardens Weekend on 26th and 27th 
June, from 1:00 until 5:00 on both days. 

We hope to have 10 gardens open, with the proceeds 
supporting National Cancer Charities via the NGS. 

With everything that has gone on in the last year — 
these charities are all short of donations with so many 
events cancelled, so please do come and support this 
event by visiting the gardens and enjoying tea and cake 
in the Memorial Hall. 

If you want to join in, by opening your garden, we 
can still add you to the program up to 3 weeks before - 
just drop us a line. 

A call to all the cake makers in the village who have 
been honing their baking skills during lockdown will be 
forthcoming in due course to help feed the visitors and 
raise further funds. Some additional volunteers to help 
on the day would also be appreciated. 
Many thanks 
Peter and Sue Hook 
Open Garden Co-Ordinators 
01789 751400 
ashcottagewelford@gmail.com 
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Community 


Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Welcome to Welford! 

We moved to The Hollies on the High Street a week 
before Christmas and have been touched by all the 
cards and messages we received, welcoming us to 
the village. 

Firstly, we would like to thank Brad and Anne 
Plimmer for their patience and waiting nearly 10 
months for us to complete our sale! Thank you to 
our neighbours who either knocked the door to 
introduce themselves or sent us a welcome card and 
also to Sheila for the delicious mince pies delivered 
to us on Christmas Eve. A very welcome treat. 

We moved to the village as we were looking for 
that community spirit and we couldn’t be happier 
that we chose Welford as our home. 

Thank you 
Lisa, Keith, Harriet and 
Hector (the black Labrador) 


National Award won by Welford Resident 
Congratulations to Heidi Norton who has won the 
Pharmacy Assistant of the Year Award. It is so well 
deserved — her helpfulness, cheerfulness and advice 
are so much appreciated. 

Bidford Pharmacy came in the top three of the 
Pharmacy Business Awards too! 
Well done. 
Jan Harris 


Congratulations Glenis 

Following the update in the last issue of Welford 
Matters I would like to pass on my thanks and I am 
sure the thanks of all the other members of the Oil 
Consortium to Glenis Dyer for doing such a fantastic 
job over the last nine years collating the orders and 
negotiating such great discounts. By my calculations 
it represents a saving of between £56,000 and 
£93,000 for the members which is certainly not to be 
sneezed at. 

On a slightly more sobering thought my son,who 
works for the Carbon Trust, calculated that the 1.87 
million litres of oil purchased by the Consortium 
represents 4,751 tonnes of Carbon Dioxide released 
into the atmosphere. When you consider that 
Welford is a small village it gives some idea of the 
challenges we all face when tackling climate change. 
Colin Winston 
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Early bloomsvat Gress Hill kindly sent by Colin Barbour i/ 
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Sping) pictiires by Edward|Hart 
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re Still Goin sed Strong On 7, O om! chameleon, amongst other animals. 


And not forgetting our two District 


Spring is coming, and Welford sweets so we could have some fun events with other local units where 

Brownies have been busy getting with our families. The girls tried we took part in Peacebuilding 

ready for the world to open up again. some drumming and learnt about the activities and had a Big Brownie 
We have been working together on _ threats to endangered species in Bake Along. It’s been a busy term! 

a Skills Builder badge called Explore = Africa; then we finished our tour back Margaret Formby 

—not the best choice for lockdown in London where we tried out a bit of 


you might think! However, we have Cockney rhyming slang. 
been practising some of those skills 
that will be useful when we can go 
further afield once more. Girls have 
looked at maps and learnt about grid 
references; have made their own 
compasses; found out how to keep 
their spare kit dry; and now know 
how to keep the countryside code. 
Travelling may not be possible just 
yet, but the Brownies have been on a 
virtual world tour visiting the 5 
Girlguiding World Centres. In India 
we iced Mehndi designs onto biscuits 


Brownies is for girls aged 7-10 who 
want to build friendships, learn new 
skills, help the community, and above 
all have FUN! 


Welford Brownies meet on 
Thursday evenings from 
6-7.30pm — by some means! 


The pack is currently full, 
with a long waiting list. 


and tried Bhangra dancing; Somehow, we’ve also found time If you have a daughter aged 5 or 6 
Switzerland saw us practising our to make bird feeders and have a visit whom you think may be interested in 
skiing exercises; and in Mexico we from an animal sanctuary where we ine (HES, PREG: RE er ey 
made colourful pinatas filled with met a meerkat, a chinchilla, and a Me ne Cae ous 


Please donate 
as many 


tins & packets 
as you can 


Birmingham City Mission's food bank at the 
Resource Centre provides over 150 food 
parcels each month for individuals and 
families in need. If you are able, please help 
by donating non-perishable food items and 
toiletries, for example: 

Coffee, tea & hot chocolate 

Milk (UHT or powdered) & sugar 

Tinned potatoes, vegetables & tomatoes 
Pasta, rice & noodles 

Spaghetti hoops 

Tinned meat & fish 

Tinned fruit, rice pudding & custard 
Cereals & biscuits 

Jam & marmalade 

Toothpaste, soap, shower gel & shampoo 
Toilet rolls & nappies 

Deodorant & sanitary products 


Birmingham City Mission 


Many thanks to all who have supported the church's previous 
collections at harvest and Christmas for Birmingham City 
Mission's Foodbank. Your donations made a huge difference to 
people experiencing financial hardship. 


As the pandemic continues, more households are finding 
themselves in desperate circumstances, and with many more 
homeless adding to the list during this 3rd lockdown, it's system 
of taking referrals for food from Social Services and other 
agencies has expanded, and so now anyone who comes asking 
for food is accepted. 


There is now another opportunity to support BCM in their work 
as they will be visiting Welford after Easter. 


Please note they also gratefully accept donations in good 
condition of clothing & bedding (over 1,700 free changes of 
clothes given each year), and furniture & electrical appliances 
(250 furniture starter packs delivered to people moving into their 
own accommodation each year). 


BCM's van will collect from Welford on Friday 16th April and St 
Peters church rooms will be opening up on Sunday 11th April 
from 14:00 to 16:00 to receive the gifts. Please speak to lan (Tel. 
07714 797771) for further information. 


Birmingham City Mission Resource Centre 
The Clock Tower, 2 Langdon Street 
Birmingham B9 48P 

Tel: 0121 766 6603 

Opening hours: 

Tuesday to Thursday from10am to 4pm 
birminghamcitymission.co.uk 

Reg Charity No. 1051023 
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Laura Scott 


Chioe Gill 
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SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 
07821 330 362 


enquiries@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


Electrical 


STORE 


CO.UK 


A STRATFORD 


01789 720027 f 


+44 (0) 7545 523 472 
hello@a-m-electrical.com 


Last of the sprouts Waiting to,be picked 


Allotment News 


There is always work to be done when cultivating an 
allotment plot, but I suppose you could say we are just 
emerging from the ‘low season”, when there is a bit less 
on the agenda! However, for most of us there has been 
digging and clearing — which has the great benefit of both 
keeping you warm and getting ready for the Spring fever!! 

We are now thinking of what seeds we will be sowing — 
what went well last year, and what we might give a miss 
to this year. Already tomato, chilli and pepper seeds 
should be in trays if we are lucky enough to have a 
greenhouse: otherwise, a windowsill will do. March is the 
busiest time for veggie seeds — we will be in full swing 
come April!! 

Potatoes are traditionally planted on Good Friday, but I 
never understood why, as this date varies from year to 
year! But sometime in April will be the time to do it, if the 
soil has been able to warm up by then — let’s hope! (A 
worthwhile crop —I am still digging last year’s potatoes!). 
We are still also picking the last of the winter sprouts. 

Pruning the fruit bushes has been done, and as I write, I 
am seeing rhubarb starting to show its lovely pink stems 
just waiting for me! It is so exciting to watch the 
emergence of new growth springing into life at this time of 
year. The onions are peeping through as well. 

To be honest, every season on the allotment is a joy, but 
Spring — the start of the new gardening year - is possibly 
the best! 

Linda Horrocks 


Community 


Overwintered Onions starting to sprout 
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JESSICA STEVENS 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Timeless and relaxed professional photography 


MOVE BETTER LIVE BETTER 


Experienced physiotherapist providing 
thorough assessment and treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions including: 


* Muscle and joint pain 

* Sports’ injuries 

* Whiplash 

* Neck pain 

+ Low back pain and sciatica 

+ Headaches 

« Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture 

+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
+ Work related pain 


tet: 07714583533 jessicastevensphotography.com 


Email: Charlottephysio24@gmail.com registered Gorcoatieeins 


Clinics in: Welford on Avon and eee See Pa : 
www.hepe-uk.org jessica@jessicastevensphotography.com 
Bannatyne Health Club & Spa Wildmoor 01789 750494 / 07506 912906 


5 Headland Close, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EU 
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ARDEN 
FOREST 


Thinking of a career in teaching? 
You could train at 
Welford on Avon Primary School! 


Welford on Avon Primary School lead the Arden 
Forest Teaching Alliance School Direct programme in 
partnership with local primary schools and the 
University of Worcester. We provide placements and 
training opportunities within our community of schools 
for those training to teach through the School Direct 
teacher training programme. 

School Direct is a school-based teacher training 
programme that offers a great opportunity to train, 
qualify and gain employment as a teacher. 

If you want to find out more about life as a teacher 
before you apply, please contact us to arrange a “taster 
day” or some voluntary experience in school. 

We are recruiting now so to find out more please 
call to speak to us or visit the Welford School Direct 
Page website: 
https://www.welfordonavonschool.co.uk/page/ 
?title=Arden+Forest+Teaching+Alliance&pid =129 
Or https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/ 

Further information and Applications can be made 
through the following link https://www.find- 
postgraduate-teacher- 
training.service.gov.uk/course/2L6/3 BCC 


Quotes from our trainees 

At Welford Primary School you’re in the hands of 
people who are passionate about education, adamant 
to make you the best teacher you can become and 
genuinely care about your journey. You couldn't ask 
for more." 

Welford on Avon School Direct Trainee 


‘School Direct at Welford has been everything I hoped 
for. I doubt there is any better route to becoming a 
teacher.’ 

Welford on Avon School Direct Trainee 


‘Tam thoroughly enjoying this course. I love all the 
time spent in school, building relationships with the 
children and really seeing and understanding how 
teachers plan, teach and assess. All the staff are so 
supportive and encouraging of me.’ 

Welford on Avon Primary School Direct Trainee 
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A message from the 
Chair of Governors at 
Welford on Avon Primary School 


I was fortunate to attend the opening of the Welford on 
Avon Primary School new hall last February. The 
children read extracts from the diary of the first Head 
Teacher, Mr George Wright, who wrote about Welford 
school life in the 1890’s. Among the entries about the 
early days of Welford School, it was surprising to hear 
mentioned the frequent closing of the school due to 
illness and floods. We joked at the end of the 
celebration how lucky we were that ‘schools did not 
have to face challenges like that anymore’, famous last 
words!! 

As we finally see some light at the end of this dark 
tunnel, our children are returning to school, and 
hopefully some normality, with a ‘road map’ of a 
brighter future for everyone. I have been in education 
for more than forty years and have never known such a 
difficult and challenging time, for the staff of our 
schools, over the last year. What has been experienced 
is a world we can only have imagined in a sci-fi novel 
or film. Our village school has been no exception to the 
trials that this pandemic has brought about. They have 
undertaken the many changes in legislation and coped 
with the guidelines, risks and necessities for health and 
safety in the most dedicated and professional way, 
whilst maintaining a high quality education for the 
children. 

At the very first lockdown in March last year, the 
school very quickly established the ‘Teams Platform’ 
to enable remote learning. The teachers adapted their 
planning to enable more accessible home learning and 
the children downloaded work for the day, with staff on 
hand via video calls for questions and support. I have 
always felt uneasy when I heard or read about schools 
being closed; this couldn’t have been further from the 
truth, » 
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ee Peter Clark 
4 Peter Clarke 
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More and more people start their search at Peter Clarke, we have 
the largest selection of property. 


Peter Clarke and Co LLP Estate and Letting Agents, Chartered 
Surveyors 
MARKETING - SERVICE - RESULTS 


Six offices serving South Warwickshire and The North Cotswolds 
@ we a re e Residential Sales and Lettings 
e Land and New Homes 
lt» the mada rket ¢ Dedicated Property Management Department 


e Commercial 


Stratford upon Avon 01789 415444 _—_ Leamington Spa 01926 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 770044 Henley in Arden 01564 795757 


www.peterclarke.co.uk 


Centre 
now open 
Saturday 


Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes work to build 
your child’s confidence and inspire 
a passion for learning. 


* En- Suite Bathrooms Contact ey ae fr t 
‘ Country Breakfast ontact your !oCal instructor for a Tree assessment. 
* Wi-Fi Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre 


A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 


riverside village of Weston on Avon within easy reach of 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. Saturday classes now from 9.00am - 11.00am 


Bookings and Enquiries 
a airs KUMOQN 


€-mail: info@threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 
www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre. 


School was very much open for children of key workers 
and the staff who were not in school were busy 
planning, keeping in contact with their pupils and 
supporting remote learning. Welford followed 
Government guidelines to return year groups in 
‘bubbles’ at the beginning of June, gradually increasing 
numbers. The children coped really well and adjusted to 
the perimeters within the redesigned school 
environment. Staff were delighted to welcome the 
whole school back at the beginning of July, even 
ensuring Year 6 had end-of-year celebrations before 
moving to Secondary School. The School Leadership 
Team and Governors had worked hard to build 
confidence of staff and parents to come back to school, 
mitigate risk, and so reduce anxiety among the whole 
school community, at such a difficult and scary time. 

Everything that had been put in place meant the 
school was in a great position in September for a full 
return to the classroom. The Teams Platform enabled a 
continuation of remote learning for children isolating at 
home. As the staff grew in knowledge of this new 
technique, children joined their peers in ‘live’ lessons, 
interacting with the teacher through the computer screen. 
The same platform enabled the participation of parents 
for Assemblies, Parent Evenings, Open Evenings etc. 
and important meetings with external agencies and 
Governors. I continued to be amazed at how ‘normal’ 
the school functioned at such a challenging time. Whilst 
the country went through a second lockdown in 
November, the staff welcomed the children and ensured 
a continued education and safe environment in which to 
learn. 

At the beginning of January, we were hit with a 
massive rise in the virus, mutations, a further lockdown 
and a short notice announcement by our Government for 
children to stay at home. Once again, Welford School 
rose to the challenge and developed a blended learning 
approach with a combination of ‘live’ lessons and 
uploaded resources. Teachers worked in the classroom 
delivering to the key worker children and virtually to 
those at home. I have been privileged to join a virtual 
lesson, as I was genuinely interested to see how these 
worked; I was so impressed! The lesson was delivered, 
just as it would have been on any other day. The 
children undertook a task as they joined on-line and the 
teacher welcomed every child (whether virtual or in 
class) as the register was taken. The teacher gave an 
overview of the morning and then introduced the first 
lesson, with plenty of discussion from children through 
their computers. They then got on with independent 
work from their textbooks, with the teacher going on to 
help a small group of children, just as they would in any 


Community 


‘normal’ lesson! I was amazed how versatile you can be 
with the screen, showing text book examples and live 
modelling. The children were very comfortable and 
engaged in the lesson, have adapted well and are clearly 
very happy to learn this way. 

Everyone within the school community has had a part 
to play, the skilled teachers and teaching assistants have 
ensured continuity in learning and after school care. The 
committed office team have managed the day-to-day 
administration with the addition of copious letters, 
correspondence, and ordering of necessary equipment 
and the school has been kept clean and COVID safe by a 
dedicated caretaker and team of cleaners. It is hard and 
unnatural to work in an environment that is full of such 
strict health and safety rules and little contact with 
fellow colleagues, but the staff understand and do this 
daily, for the benefit of the children in their care and the 
members of our school community. 


We are lucky to live in such a lovely village, 
surrounded by countryside, where we have been able to 
enjoy regular exercise. We are also fortunate to have 
parents that have been extremely supportive of our 
school, understand the many rules that have been put in 
place and encourage their children’s learning from 
home; many also undertaking their own work. 

However, we cannot underestimate the stress, planning 
and preparation that has taken place at Welford School, 
throughout this pandemic. It has ensured the safety of 
everyone and the continued, exceptional education for 
the children, which could only be possible with a strong 
leadership team, led by Julie Leeman, and the support of 
active and caring Governors, parents and members of 
our school community. 

I am proud to be a member of the Governing Body of 
this outstanding school and thank everyone involved in 
making it so successful and giving their support over the 
last year. I am confident that the school will continue to 
meet the demands thrown their way and adapt and move 
forward, continuing to provide a high standard of 
education. Lastly, I wish all the children at the school 
all the very best in their continued learning, they are 
very resilient and have adapted exceptionally well. I 
hope, as the spring arrives and the sun starts to shine, we 
can see the light at the end of this tunnel! 

Stay safe and well 
Sally Yates 
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The title could suggest that 
this is a science article, 
perhaps historical. In fact it is 
about my aunt Joyce Skinner, 
as anyone who has read the 
eulogy I wrote for her funeral 
will immediately recognise. 

As reported in the last 
issue of Welford Matters, 
Joyce passed away on 15th 
January aged 101. She was 
cremated at Oakley Wood on 
4th February. I must thank 
the large number of people 
who came out to see the 
hearse leave Box Tree 
Cottage and make its way out 
of the village — a real 
demonstration of how much 
she was loved and respected. 
Despite restrictions, the 
service, conducted by Ros 
Greenhalgh, went very well. 
Joyce’s wish was for her 
cremation to be followed by a 
service at St. Peter’s, but due 
to the pandemic, we have decided to postpone it until 
restrictions have been removed, however long we have to 
wait. There is enormous interest in a memorial service 
among friends and relatives, not only from Welford, but 
also around the world. 

Why the title? 'Woodrush says goodbye to the Mighty 
Atom! was a front page headline of local newspaper the 
Wythall and Hollywood Indicator published on 21st July 
1978. The story was about Joyce’s retirement as Deputy 
Head from Woodrush High School in Wythall after 21 
years’ service. She kept a copy of that newspaper amongst 
an enormous amount of memorabilia about Woodrush. She 
was one of the founder teachers and had a fearsome 
reputation. A friend who lives in Wythall said a few years 
ago that her reputation still lives on locally. However, ex- 
pupils now say that her strict discipline taught them a 
valuable life lesson. Another founder teacher from 
Woodrush, now in his 90s, recently told me "Joyce was 
formidable but loved" — very apt. 

After qualifying, Joyce gained her first teaching post in 
September 1940 in Birmingham. The first term was 
horrendous. She was lodging on Coventry Road and, even 
recently, could recount hearing the emergency services 
rushing to Coventry during the bombing. In January 1941 
she moved to Solihull to live with a friend, Maudie 
Wallinger. Mary Clarke, an infant school teacher in 
Birmingham, joined them. The three set up home together, 
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The Mighty Atom = 


Maudie becoming 
housekeeper while Joyce and 
Mary continued teaching. 
They stayed together right 
through until they lived in 
Welford. 

An atom is very small — so 
was Joyce. There are many 
anecdotes about her small 
stature, particularly as she 
drove Volvo Estates for 
several years (something of a 
mismatch!). They range from 
arriving at Woodrush looking 
through the steering wheel 
instead of over it, toa 
driverless car seen travelling 
through Welford. She towed 
a large caravan around 
Europe — that must have been 
quite a sight! She owned 
several large cars over the 
years, and they all had to be 
modified to raise the driver’s 


Adrian Kenyon wrote 
recently saying: "Joyce driving that big Volvo with the 
caravan in tow will remain with us forever. She was a 
remarkable lady with so many interests and she did so many 
wonderful things. One of her last videos was filming the 
congregation leaving church after the last service before the 
pews were removed. She stood opposite the lych gate and 
said ‘Adrian, if you can hold me up I can operate the 
video". That was shortly before her minor stroke at 98 years 
old in August 2018 — it perfectly sums up her determined 
character. Unfortunately Joyce was unable to finish the film 
she was making about changes to St. Peter’s, but she never 
let us forget what she thought about removal of the pews! 

She may not have been mighty in physical stature, but 
Joyce was mighty in so many other ways, inspirational to 
pupils, colleagues, friends, neighbours, family, and almost 
everyone she came into contact with. She certainly was a 
massive inspiration to me from early childhood — a life 
mentor. She had an extraordinary and active life, which she 
enjoyed to the full well into old age. She surfed in Devon 
and skied in Europe; to this day a surfboard and a pair of 
skis remain in the garage roof at Box Tree Cottage. She 
took parties of schoolchildren on skiing trips or educational 
cruises every year from 1949 until retirement in 1978, and 
documented each on paper and film. A notable cruise was in 
1966 to Sweden, Russia and Denmark, at the time of the 
Cold War when the idea of a holiday in Russia was almost 
unheard of. > 


Three days there included 
overnight train to Moscow 
and visits to The Kremlin 
and to the Bolshoi Ballet. 
Although not a Woodrush 
pupil and not local, she 
invited me and two friends 
to join them saying it was 
the opportunity of a 
lifetime; it certainly was, 
absolutely brilliant — 
despite being in the middle 
of the Baltic as England 
were winning the World 
Cup! 

While teaching was 
Joyce’s working life 
passion, film making and 
photography were her 
main personal passions. 
She started using 16mm 
cine film soon after the 
Second World War and 
never looked back. She was an active member of South 
Birmingham Cine Society for many years and set up a 
company called Forma Films. A spare bedroom at her house 
in Olton became an editing suite and she invested in the best 
16mm camera and projector available. She won numerous 
awards. All of her cine material is now in the care of MACE, 
the Media Archive for Central England, to preserve it and 
make it available for posterity. Some of her films have been 
loaned by MACE to TV and documentary production 
companies. 

When video overtook cine, Joyce moved on. Again she 
invested in top-notch amateur equipment, and a spare 
bedroom at Box Tree Cottage was her editing suite. By this 
time, she had stopped semi-professional work, so most video 
productions were purely for pleasure and of Welford and the 
surrounding areas, or of the Dartmouth area in South Devon 
where she owned a chalet. Originally she worked with Super- 
VHS, an easy progression from cine. When digital came to 
the fore, she struggled to adapt, having declined to try using 
computers — with hindsight, one of her few mistakes in life. I 
will review her video material, both for MACE and Welford 
& Weston History Society. It too will be preserved for 
posterity, as far as is technically possible. 

Gardening was another passion. She joined Welford 
Garden Club, which had been set up by Jan Stewart, soon 
after arriving in the village. Her gardens at Box Tree Cottage 
were always immaculate and she won prizes for them. She 
worked an allotment with Felix, her brother-in-law. He and 
Gladys, Joyce’s sister, had fallen in love with Welford when 
visiting, and moved from Manchester. When Joyce gave up 
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the allotment, she grew a 
more modest variety of 
fruit and vegetables at 
home. The back garden at 
Box Tree Cottage has a 
pond, complete with 
waterfall, in which Joyce 
used to keep fish, some 
quite valuable. 
Understandably, she was 
devastated when most 
were stolen in one hit. 
Garden birds featured 
prominently, with several 
feeders and four nest- 
boxes, three with a camera 
connected to her TV. Two 
feeders were attached to 
her lounge window and 
she was able to enjoy the 
sight of robins, her 
favourite, feeding during 
the final weeks of her life. 

Dogs were part of Joyce’s life from childhood, the only 
break being teacher training and early years of employment. 
My earliest memories are of a pair of Westies, then Miniature 
Poodles, but for most of her time in Welford she owned 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels and became a common sight 
walking them locally. Her last Cavalier died when she was 
97, and she initially decided not to have another. Very 
quickly she missed the company of a dog, and a friend helped 
her to re-home a Norfolk Terrier, Bunty. Although after her 
stroke Joyce was unable to walk her, Bunty was a brilliant 
companion, and always stayed near Joyce through the last 
few months of illness and when she passed away. Bunty now 
has a new home with Natalie Kennedy and is thriving. 

Barrie Russell wrote two articles about Joyce. The first, 
headlined 'The Anne Robinson of Woodrush School', was 
published in the Birmingham Post on 28 June 2004. It 
included '...one of Britain’s top amateur film makers — still 
going strong at 84'. Who then could have guessed she would 
still be going strong 15 years later? His second was in 
Welford Matters, September/October 2019, as Joyce 
approached her 100th birthday. Both give a fascinating 
insight into what made Joyce tick, and are well worth another 
read. The Birmingham Post article can be found online by 
entering its headline into a search engine. 

So there we have it — Joyce Skinner, much loved aunt, 
influential and highly respected teacher, accomplished film 
maker and valued contributor to life in Welford. May her 
name and reputation live on for a very long time. 

Tony Lowe 
(always 'Anthony' to Joyce, not something to debate with her!) 
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District Councillor's Report 


Dear Residents 

Hope you are all 
keeping well. Spring is 
coming and as I write, 
the government has 
announced gradual 
changes to lockdown 
restrictions from 
Monday 8th March, 
setting out a 4-step 
roadmap out of the 
current lockdown for 
England, including 
children going back to school. The roadmap will be 
reviewed depending on the impact of the previous step on 
the situation with Covid 19. I want to take this opportunity 
to thank all NHS workers, GP practices and volunteer 
vaccinators who are working very hard day in day out to 
get us all vaccinated. 


RAPID COVID TESTING (NO SYMPTOMS) 

Just a reminder that covid testing for people without 
coronavirus symptoms who would like to be tested is now 
available at The Other Place (the Royal Shakespeare 
Company's studio theatre), Southern Lane, CV37 6BH. 
The service uses the fast turnaround lateral flow test kits, 
which can deliver results in around an hour. Tests can be 
booked here: eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-avon- 
covid-community-testing-32080684767 


TESTING IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS 

If you have COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature or a 
new continuous cough or a change to your sense of taste or 
smell) you must self-isolate and book a test via the NHS 
Test and Trace nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid- 
19/testing-and-tracing/ booking system or by calling 119. 
You will be given a testing slot at one of the symptomatic 
testing sites operated in Warwickshire or surrounding 
areas by the Department of Health and Social Care. ALL 
TESTING IS FREE 


CENSUS 2021 

All households in our district were asked to take part in 
the nationwide survey of housing and the population. It 
has been carried out every decade since 1801 (with the 
exception of 1941). The Census is important as the 
information gathered, including population numbers, will 
help decide how services are planned and funded in our 
area (including future care planning, local housing needs, 
future skill provision, road improvements, transport 
changes, emergency services, libraries, waste collection 
and disposal). 
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LOCAL ELECTIONS 
The Government has confirmed that County Council and 
Police and Crime Commissioner elections will currently 
go ahead on May 6th. Of course, with COVID 19 there are 
some issues to consider for these elections, such as making 
sure polling stations are safe, with enough social 
distancing space, hand sanitiser, floor markings and face 
coverings, and recruiting enough polling staff. The 
government is to provide an extra £31m across all councils 
to compensate for difficulties in running the elections 
during the pandemic. Information about these elections in 
general, including postal vote and proxy vote registration, 
can be found on the Stratford District Council website: 
stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/elections-202 1-- 
frequently-asked-questions.cfm 

The Electoral Boundary Review Commission is seeking 
consultation on reviewing ward boundaries for Stratford 
on Avon District Council. The consultation ends on 3 May 
2021. The Commission has announced that it is minded to 
recommend that the council should have 41 councillors in 
the future (at present it’s 36). They will be drawing up a 
new pattern of wards to accommodate 41 councillors. The 
Commission is the independent body that draws these 
boundaries. It is reviewing Stratford on Avon District 
Council to make sure councillors represent about the same 
number of electors. You can take part in the consultation 
here: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/24993 


DISTRICT COUNCIL MERGER 

As you might have read in the news recently, Stratford and 
Warwick District Councils are proposing to merge into 
one district council. There is already some joint working 
going on, particularly in planning policy and the two 
Councils already share two management roles - Head of 
Community & Operational Services and Head of ICT. A 
Programme Director for Climate Change is also working 
across the two councils. > 


A Deloitte’s report was recently commissioned by the 
two Councils. This has found a potential opportunity to 
generate annual net savings of £4.6m after Year 5, as well 
as other benefits. The proposal is for the merger to be 
achieved by 2024. Between then and now there is much 
investigation to be done. The business case in the report 
also sets out a reduction in the number of elected 
councillors as a result of the merger. The Deloitte’s report 
was published on the SDC website with the 9th February 
Cabinet meeting’s papers. I can send the report via email if 
you would like to read it and cannot locate on the 
council’s website. Just drop me an email. 

On the 22nd February the council debated and voted on 
the principle of the merger, mainly creating one council at 
district level. However, this new proposed larger district 
council could be a precursor to a South Warwickshire 
unitary, an alternative to the County Council’s proposal 
for a single county unitary. At this stage Councillors are 
being asked to agree to a vision statement and an ‘in 
principle’ road map. I understand that the submission to 
Government will be the subject of a further report for 
approval by all councillors. Subject to this being passed a 
programme of implementation will be agreed by July 
2021. 

The local government devolution White Paper is now 
due to come out in May, and the County Council has 
already submitted a proposal for a single Warwickshire 
unitary. While I and my group believe that, if local 
government reform is coming, a South Warwickshire 
authority would be more beneficial for our wards than a 
single, large Warwickshire unitary, we also made it clear 
to the Cabinet that we want to be fully informed and able 
to do our job of scrutinising the merger properly. 
Communication and a meaningful consultation with 
residents are vital. The main issues for me are council tax 
harmonisation (WDC has a higher council tax threshold), 
the number of councillors (there must be proper 
representation and not a democratic deficit) and planning 
decisions must remain local. 


BUSINESS SUPPORT GRANTS 

Following the Prime Minister's announcement on Monday 
22nd February, a further round of Business Rate Grant 
payments will be made for the period 16th February 2021 
to 31st March 2021. The levels of the grants will be the 
same as the previous lockdown period. The grants cover 
exactly the same businesses and the eligibility is exactly 
the same as the lockdown period 4th Jan 2021 to 15th Feb 
2021. If you have a business and have already received a 
grant from the Council, the team will use the details 
previously supplied. However, if you have not applied 
before, you can fill the form on the SDC website. 


District Councillor's Report 


MOTION FOR TACKLING FOOD INSECURITY AND 
PROMOTING FOOD JUSTICE 

At the Council meeting, I have proposed a motion to 
tackle household food insecurity in our district, which 
has, sadly, increased during the pandemic. I’m in contact 
with campaigners, our brilliant local food banks, and 
have attended the virtual event on local welfare by the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Ending the Need for 
foodbanks. I have asked Council to 

¢ Investigate the extent and causes of food insecurity in 
our district and make recommendations about what 
can be done to tackle it, ensuring people get the right 
support. 

Set up a local food poverty action plan working in 
partnerships with local foodbanks, other tiers of 
government and other stakeholders to tackle the 
identified causes of food poverty and promote food 
justice locally. 

Encourage potential sites for food growing by 
supporting allotments and community orchard 
provisions, and helping with finding and accessing 
space for community food growing, and advising on 
leases and agreements. 

Write to our local MPs asking them to make urgent 
representations to the Government on the issue of 
household food insecurity and poverty, and ask for 
targeted local welfare support. 


The motion will be presented to Cabinet and a 
recommendation will be then sent to the next Full 
Council meeting. I will update you on this motion. I have 
also submitted written questions regarding the Test and 
Trace payment scheme, and about the lack of proper 
parking infrastructure for HGVs and lorries in our district 
which can result in litter and mess left in rural roads and 
laybys. 


BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

Our alternative budget and amendments have 
unfortunately been voted down by the Council. Among 
our amendments we proposed a dedicated senior Business 
Support and Development Officer to encourage economic 
wellbeing and development in the district. We are seeing 
that increasingly government funding is accessed through 
highly competitive bids. This post would have ensured 
expertise and focus on coordinating and submitting bids. 
We also proposed a Community Climate Change Fund to 
enable community groups to promote change to achieve 
the Council’s net zero target by the provision of grants. 
This was also voted down, but we are working to see 
whether we can propose this initiative as part of the wider 
climate emergency agenda. > 
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District Councillor's Report 


PROPOSED CHANGES TO PARKING CHARGES - 
UPDATE 

The Cabinet’s recommendations were for significant 
changes to parking in district council car parks. We have 
opposed these changes and proposed alternatives to the 
charges in our budget proposal. Following my colleague 
Cllr Kate Rolfe’s ‘call-in’ to Cabinet about the decision to 
abolish the over 65s parking permit, it was announced that 
this decision will now be delayed and will be reviewed. 
There has to be a full report on the costs of the scheme. 
The Council has sent a consultation/survey to all over 65s 
parking permit holders and those who qualify, with a 
deadline of 30 March. 

Stratford District Council is also carrying out a separate 
public consultation on the proposed introduction of new 
parking charges and the length of time vehicles can be 
parked for. Responses must be received by 26th March. 
You can fill the survey on the website 
stratford.gov.uk/parking-consultation or email 
consultation@stratford-dc.gov.uk 


GREEN BIN COLLECTION CHARGES, FOOD 
WASTE CADDIES 

Residents have asked me about the free food waste caddies 
(which can be used if you do not want to continue with the 
green bin collection from Ist April). The caddies have a 
capacity of 10 litres and residents can have up to three. 
The food caddies are available free of charge, on request. 
Call the council on 01789 260628 or email 
streetscene@stratford-de.gov.uk 


Clip & Collect Garden Waste Service 


How do | opt-in to have my green bin emptied? 


Sign-up at www.stratford.gov.uk/gardenwaste [ 
or telephone 01789 260628, 


Pay £40 per green bin for a 12 month subscription 


oY 


from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022. 


You will receive a permit to put on your 
green bin prior to 1 April 2021. 


The service willstart on 1 April 2021, forthose jaa 
who have subscribed. Your green bin will not be 
emptied if you have not signed up. 


Food waste can still be collected on your recycling week 
even if you don't subscribe to the garden waste service, @ 
FREE food waste caddies are available on request. 
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For more information, please telephone 01789 260628 
email streetscene@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
or visit www.stratford.gov.uk/gardenwaste 


From Ist April charging for green bin garden waste 
collection will regrettably start. We are concerned about 
the impact charging may have on the volume of garden 
waste which is recycled, and the pressure on local 
recycling centres, and possible fly tipping and bonfires. 
I shall be monitoring the situation, so let me know if you 
see an increase of fly tipping for example around our 
villages. 


LOCAL PLANNING 

KEHLSTEIN - You might be aware of the clearing of 
trees and of all the front hedge on Barton Road. The trees 
were to be retained and protected during construction, a 
planning condition. The Parish Council and I have asked 
the council planning enforcement officers to investigate as 
a matter of urgency. There can’t be an enforcement action 
because the developers have not ‘formally’ commenced 
development. However, after our intervention, the 
enforcement team consulted with the legal team. The legal 
advice that the council has received states that the felling 
of the trees at this site, (which were shown to be retained 
on approved plans), has resulted in a development which 
can no longer be implemented in full accordance with 
approved plans. The developers would now need to 
reapply for planning permission. The developers have also 
been advised that if they start development on the site, this 
will result in a breach of the planning conditions for which 
formal enforcement action could be taken. Thank you to 
the residents who alerted me and to the Parish Council for 
its support. 


DUCHY HOMES — STATION WORKS - I’m glad some 
progress has been made with regards to replanting the 
hedge on the Evesham Road boundary. There are however 
still two issues which are under enforcement on this site, 
the felling of ash trees on the river side boundary and the 
heap of spoil and builders’ rubble which has been sitting 
on the boundary with Blackcliffe Bridge for a long time. 
The current Vary application does not address these two 
issues. DP 


WELFORD LITTER PICKING INITIATIVES 
I was so pleased to read about Joshua’s litter picking 


efforts! Well done Joshua! Your story must have inspired 


fellow residents. I know one of our residents has thought 
about getting some litter picking sticks from SDC for 
anyone who wants to do some spring clean in our village. 
I shall be looking forward to hearing more about the 
initiative and getting stuck in. 


> 
Ely 


Residents have been concerned about dogs leaving mess 
on front gardens in Weston, and in footpaths around 
Welford. Please do look after your dog when out and 
about, and pick up after them. Thank you for being 
considerate! I know dog bins have been quite full 
recently and I have reported this to the Parish Council. 
These have been emptied regularly. 


WARWICKSHIRE FUEL POVERTY INITIATIVE 
(WHSL) 

There is new initiative raising awareness of the crisis of 
fuel poverty and calling for greater action. The 
partnership includes local charity Act on Energy. 
Anyone who is struggling or needs support with energy 
costs, can contact Warm and Well in Warwickshire on 
0800 988 2881, a call free number, and get the help they 
need with independent energy advice and support 
including help with billing issues, tariff switching, 
insulation and heating grants including first time central 
heating and green homes grants 


FINALLY... 

Just to let you know that I’ll be standing for the County 

Council elections in May. Whatever happens in these 

elections, I will remain your District Councillor, 

representing our wonderful ward in all district matters. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, 

issue or concern you might have. 

Warmest best wishes, 

Clir Manuela Perteghella 

manuela.perteghella@stratford-dce.gov.uk 

07870488071 

Facebook @CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 
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The Great Fire of 
Warwick - 1694 


A talk by Dr. Gillian White, 
26 March 2021, 7:30 pm 


On Wednesday Sth September 1694, much of the centre 
of Warwick was devastated by a great fire. As the strong 
winds of late summer blew the flames through the narrow 
lanes of the old town, all that lay in their path - thatch 
and timber, homes and livelihoods - was destroyed. This 
talk will tell the story of the fire, its alleged cause and 
destructive route, and of the losses suffered by the local 
people and the relief effort that followed. It will also 
explore the architecture of the rebuilt Warwick, designed 
to be the most modern, desirable and fashionable town in 
the whole of the Midlands. It is a story of crisis, 
efficiency and elegance, told largely in the words of the 
people who were actually there. 

Dr. Gillian White specialises in the history and visual 
arts of late medieval and sixteenth-century England. She 
began her career at the Warwickshire Museum and then 
worked for the National Trust as Curator / Collections 
Manager at Hardwick Hall, about which she then wrote 
her PhD at Warwick University. She now teaches art 
history part-time in the Continuing Education 
Department at Oxford University, as well as freelance 
lecturing and teaching. 

Please note you will need to join the Local History 
Society, to be able to access this talk via Zoom. Annual 
membership only costs £5 per person. I'm afraid there's 
no option of paying £3 at the door on the night, as a 
visitor, as there was when we used to meet at the 
Memorial Hall. To become a member of the Society just 
visit our website at www.welfordandweston.org.uk and 
click on the quick link to Membership. I hope you can 
join us on 26 March. 

Brad Plimmer 
Chairman, Welford and Weston Local History Society 


March | April 2021 * Welford Matters 35 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon. 


The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, antiques 
and collectables. 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 
01789 721 399 - info@barnantique.co.uk - www.barnantique.co.uk 


Messy Church in Welford and Meon Vale 
is not able to meet at the moment. So we 
have started Kids’ Church on Zoom. 


) We enjoy sharing a Bible story together 
with different ways to join in. 
Teaspoon 
prayers 
We usually have a music video to dance Thinking of 


and sing along to. 


4 


Thank you M: 07972 203 422 


Sorry 


as T: 01789 751 345 
& BO E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
"thas W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 


Prayers 
Thumbs up 


Good things to 


If your family would like more details about how to join spoke 
thank God for 


in we would be happy to hear from you, please contact Thumbs down | a ze a; a 
Revd Andrew Goy eee li ee I an “I h| | 
(07554 932271 cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com ) Se Kk ?|| 
1 | Sees 
& 


Getting crafty! 


or Revd Yvette Grundy praying for others 


(01789 750006 ygrundy@icloud.com) 


The Local Music Scene 


There are still no live music events at the moment for 
obvious reasons, however, I have noticed adverts being 
posted for July and beyond so hopefully there should be 
some sort of programme to publish in the next issue of 
the magazine assuming the lockdown release goes to plan. 
In the meantime here is another music quiz which has 
very kindly been submitted by Roger Dipple. 
Colin Winston 


Pop Quiz 
What were Dolly Parton’s working hours? 
In what year did Elvis die? 


Which Group sang ‘Roxanne’? 


bk WO DY = 


Who had the best selling song in Europe in 
1987 with ‘Never Gonna Give You Up? 


oa 


Who sang the song ‘Umbrella’? 


Who was the first singer to get 5 top ten hits 
from one album? 


7 Who was Norman Quentin Cook better 
known as? 


8 Which Group had a UK hit with ‘Walking 
on Sunshine’? 


9 Who recorded the album entitled ‘From 
the Cradle’? 


10 Which female singer recorded ‘Heaven is 
a Place on Earth’? 


11. Who was lead singer with the band Thin Lizzy? 


12 What was the title of the album released by 
Gorillaz in 2010? 


13 Which artist sang the lyrics ‘It’s like rain on 
your wedding day’? 


14 Which musical term means ‘gradually getting 
louder and louder’? 


15 Who had the Christmas number one in both 
the US and UK in 1967 with ‘Hello Goodbye’? 


16 Who fronted the girl group Destiny’s Child? 


17 Which Madonna song and video caused 
controversy and was condemned by the Vatican? 


18 Who sang the theme tune to the Bond film 
Tomorrow Never Dies? 


19 Who had a UK hit in 2001 with ‘Hey Baby’? 


20 Who sang the song entitled ‘Torn’? 
Answers on page 15 


Welford Angling Club 


As river fishing comes to an end for another season, I am 
happy to report that our membership continues to 
increase. 

Lots of good fish have been caught, a prime example 
being one of Pete Tesch's catches of a 13 lb barbel, 
displayed in photo. 

I must mention and send many thanks to Joe Demarco 
for allowing us to fish on his land. This now extends our 
area up to Cress Hill increasing our space and enabling 
more people to enjoy the river. 

As we now hang up our rods until 16th June, I wish 
everyone continued health and look forward to seeing 
you all back for the new season. 

Brian Quelch 
07973 414230 


Are you fed-up with doing 
the same old walks? 


walkinginengland.co.uk/warwickshire is the website for you! 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it 
also has books of walks, contact details for all the 
walking groups in the county and much more. Whether 
you want to walk on your own or with a group all the 
information is there in one place. 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on 
the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in 
Warwickshire (part of the Walking in England suite of 
websites (walkinginengland.co.uk) one for each county 
in England) has brought it together in one place so 
whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, 
you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, 
and a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, 
everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the websites and get 
walking! 

John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
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County Councillor's Report 


Sadly this will be my last 
Welford Matters report as 
I have decided to retire 
after 20 years of being a 
Councillor at all levels, at 
the next elections which 
will be held on 6th May 


heavy heart as I love my 
job and community work, 
which I have done since I 
was 20 (previously as an 
Ambulance-man, Police 
Officer, Village Hall Committees and PTA’s ), but it’s 


time at my age of over 70, and with Parkinson’s Disease & 


Fibromyalgia, to hang up my boots as the job has become 
more physically demanding. The brain works, but the 
body doesn’t obey!! 

I’ve been really proud, honoured and privileged to 
represent so many of South Warwickshire’s residents, 
which at times amounted to 16 villages and 10 Parish 
Councils. My sincere thanks go to all my Parish Clerks, 
Chairmen, Councillors and residents alike who have 
supported me and professionally assisted me at all times. 
Without them my job would have been so much harder. 


A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL 

I wish all my Parish Councils and residents very good 
health and success for now and into the future. Obviously 
I have gained a lot of knowledge and experience, which 
shouldn’t be wasted, so if you need any advice you can 
still give me a call and I would be happy to assist where 
possible. 


As a Councillor my service included:- 
Parish Councillor 2001 to 2017 
District Councillor 2002 to 2019 
District Council Chairman 2006 to 2007 
District Council Cabinet 2007 to 2019 
County Councillor 2013 to Present 


I’ve also sat on many committees including Planning, 
Police Authority, Regulatory, Adult Social Care & Health 
Overview and Scrutiny, Waste & Recycling etc 

Outside council work I will still be active as a school 
governor, Trustee Stratford upon Avon KES Grammar 
School, local Rotarian and President of The Stratford on 
Avon Ambulance Association and fundraiser for 
Parkinson’s. 

I’ve used my Councillors’ Delegated Budget and 
Councillors’ Community Grant funds wisely, which have 
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SORRY TO LEAVE YOU 


2021. I do this with a very 


amounted to circa £250,000 being spent on community 
projects and road improvements since 2013 which were 
not funded from other budgets. This has included, for 
example:- 

Community Speed Watch, defibrillators, improvements 
to village halls, play areas, school projects, allotments, 
Youth Clubs, Wi-Fi equipment. And not forgetting 
“Welford Matters’! 

My highway delegated budget has helped fund safety 
bollards at junctions to protect pedestrians and verges, 
improved safer routes to school in several locations, 
improved road signs and other highway furniture. We have 
extended speed limits and reduced others from 60mph to 
50 & 40 mph, but sadly we still have a speeding problem 
in our villages. This is a conversation which will continue 
until either the “Dark Sky” policy is reviewed or there is 
another way found of slowing down speeding vehicles 
such as reducing the speed limits further or introducing 
more urbanisation signage, which sadly has limited 
success, has little enforcement and spoils our rural way of 
life. 

Before I retire I am meeting with WCC Highways 
Officers to make sure my existing budget will be used 
wisely to improve road safety etc in my division. 


For Welford this will include: 
1. Refreshing the road markings throughout the village; 
2. Granite kerb sets in Church Street to prevent further 
verge erosion; 
3. Renew the High Street’s footpath (due June / July 
2021); 
4. General highway patching where necessary. 


I have attached a montage or photos of just a few of my 
memorable moments over the years, which I hope you’ll 
find interesting. Obviously we (PC’s, Officers & 
Residents) achieved much more by working together, 
which is the key to success. 

I wish my successor, whoever that may be, good luck 
and success in their new role and for the future ahead of 
them. If I can offer any advice it would be ‘Politics 
sometimes gets in the way of good governance. 
Community work comes first. Listen to your residents.’ 
I will miss you all. 

Best wishes & good luck 

Mike 

Mike Brain 

County Councillor, Bidford & Welford Division 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Home: 01789 720728 

Mobile: 07980 308568 


@: ‘i 


Stopped the ill conceivéd|6000 houses 


* One of the many BBC interviews during 
campaign against Eco Town 


Distributing funds from Global Gathering 
to local good causes 


prillator for Meon Rotary big breakfast a. 
fe Kd good Causes 7 


a 


o 


p resident of Alcester and Bidford Rotary 
on Remembrance Day ri 
y \ 
it 


(© 
Raised funds for Stratford, Ass? ' ry 
and District Ambulané an Raising funds for Shakespeare Hospice with Dr Rev Roy Lodge Rtd MBE 


March | April 2021 * Welford Matters 39 


Village Directory 


Please check with societies or organisations if Parish Council 
events are proceeding before venturing out Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, Simon Carter 
Welford Sports Club Trustee 
d : Parish Council Clerk, Adele Street 
7:30 pm Friday, 26th March - online Responsible Finance Officer 
Vice Chair, Planning amie Hockaday 
Finance, Audit, Annual Accounts, artin Lake 
Finance Process, Contracts 
www.welfordonavon.com/events Rights of Way, Foo i s, Cress Hill, Colin Barbour 
Parish Council Land Management 
Village Maintenance, Playground atalie Kennedy 
Equipment and Synder Meadow, 
School Liaiso 
Flood Action Group, Defibrillators, Debbie Jones 
Community Liaison (Annual Paris 
Assembly and Remembrance Day) 
Traffic and Speeding, Highways Matters, Neal Appleton 
PC Website i d Public ! “ 
0771 521 1340 (office hours only please)  welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


Community 
Allotments Over 60s Club 
Linda Horrocks 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk ; 

Scout & Guide Grout 
Art aoe 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 
01789 750940 (Jill Rose) 

Welford Wives 
History Societ 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 
01789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) ; ; 

Police Community Support 
Knitting for Crisis _ Officer — 
01789 750329 (Jan Harris) Becky Morris 

07890 512300 
Oil Consortium ; 
01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) Safer Neighbourhood Team 
glenisdyer@gmail.com alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 
Sports 

Golf Course 
Welford spore Club 01789 751007 
07711 887805 (James Kimpton) : 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com et Football Club 

; 7713 070622 (Andy Newton) 

pngiins Club drew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 
01789 750998 (Brian Quelch) 


Raat Bowls Club ane sueeya ack Murphy) 
5 OAT By cee ee 5 toa matey owls Clu ack Mur 
sy Abe kinelyeutp ized byNjels wersen >is 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) murf_jack@ otmail.o.uk : 


Orde See ta ty = 
Ad Cricket Club Vets Football - The Fat Dads 
4 07928 699202 ee 07711 ee ten Kimpton) 


william.gough99@btinternet.com jameskimpo@btinternet.com 
Amenities 

V4 Methodist Church 
Aspe Beauty & Hair Rev Audrey Simpson 
01789 750002 01789 267971 
aspirebeautyandhair.com revaes@googlemail.com 
The Bell St Peter's Church 
01789 750353 Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
thebellwelford.co.uk 01789 751546 
The Four Alls The Shakespeare 
01789 751329 01789 75038 
thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 

Welford Butchers 

Maypole Stores 01789 751566 : ; 
01789 750266 welfordbutchersanddeli@gmail.com 
Memorial Hall Welford Garage 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 01789 750200 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


